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ΦΒΚ KEY NOTES 
The PBKAAGA Newsletter 

November 1, 2021 

    

 

 

   

Key Notes, the Phi Beta Kappa Alumni Association of Greater Austin 
newsletter highlights Association news, recent and upcoming events, and 
developments in the Association’s continued evolution.  Additional details 
about the organization can be found on the Association website: 
http://pbkaaga.wildapricot.org/ 

Our mission: 
Recognizing excellence in the liberal arts and sciences through college scholarships 
and teacher excellence awards, as well as fostering fellowship and lifelong learning 
among PBKAAGA members 

 

We enjoyed a Special Event: Sunday, September 12, 3-5 pm  

 

 

On September 12, about two dozen local Phi Beta Kappa alumni enjoyed a guided 
tour of the Blanton Museum at the University of Texas in Austin. Among those 
attending were half a dozen new Phi Beta Kappa alumni now living in Central 
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Texas who learned about this event though the national Phi Beta Kappa office's 
Key Connections outreach. 

With the assistance of our tour guide, Siobhán McCusker, Museum Educator for 
University Audiences at the Blanton Museum, we observed and discussed in depth 
several works of art, gaining insights that we might otherwise have missed in a 
casual visit. We can use the see-think-wonder process, developed by Harvard's 
Project Zero that we learned on this tour, as we make future visits to this and 
other museums. Participants thoroughly enjoyed the event and suggested we do it 
again! 
 

Fall PBKAAGA General Meeting: 
Sunday, November 14, 3-5 pm 

Neill-Cochran House Museum, 2310 San Gabriel Street, Austin 

At our Fall General Meeting, we will be hearing from Dr. Thomas Palaima in a talk 
titled “Is the Examined Life Worth Living?” 

 

 

As an undergraduate mathematics major, under two Jesuit mentors Tom Palaima 
developed a deep passion for ancient Greek language, literature, history, and 
culture. Since childhood, he has been deeply moved by human suffering and how 
it affects human lives.  

He is the Robert M. Armstrong Centennial Professor of Classics and director of the 
Program in Aegean Scripts and Prehistory (PASP) at the University of Texas at 
Austin. A prolific researcher and writer, Dr. Palaima has authored more than a 
hundred book reviews and feature pieces on a range of topics, including human 
creative responses to war and violence, music and songs as social commentary, 
and the genius and cultural significance of Bob Dylan. 
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At the meeting, we will also award our 2021 Teaching Excellence Award to a 
deserving high school teacher from the Greater Austin Area. 

Please join us at the Neill-Cochran House Museum for this interesting session and 
help us celebrate one of our local education stars!   

We will also be providing the meeting virtually over Zoom. If you would like to 
attend that way, please register at this link: 
https://tinyurl.com/RegisterFallPBKAAGA  

Note: this is NOT the Zoom link for the meeting; it’s a registration link. Once you 
register, you’ll get the Zoom information for the meeting. 

 

Mark Your Calendars: Giving Tuesday is November 30 

 

Like many Phi Beta Kappans, you probably were helped and encouraged by family, 
friends, and teachers throughout your college years. On Giving Tuesday, 
November 30, we ask your help to make academic success a possibility for first-
generation college students in Central Texas. 

The Phi Beta Kappa Alumni Association of Greater Austin (PBKAAGA) has long 
awarded scholarships to college-bound Austin area high school students. In 2020 
we began to work with Breakthrough Central Texas to direct our Scholarship 
monies to first-generation college students.  Breakthrough makes a 12-year 
commitment to students and their families to guide them through the process of 
preparing for, enrolling in and completing college – from sixth grade through high 
school, and college and beyond to assure their success.  

In 2020 and 2021, with funds from our members and from the Luke Family 
Foundation, we offered a total of 13 scholarships to seniors selected from the 
Breakthrough Central Texas program. These one-time award scholarships of 
$2,500 made a real difference to these students in choosing their college, in 
determining their ability to live on campus, and in making a dream become reality. 

In the days before and the day of Giving Tuesday, you’ll be getting email from us 
asking you to join together to provide the funds to make it possible to again award 
a significant number of scholarships in 2022.  Thank you in advance for your 
support! 

=================================== 

Stay in Touch 



4 
 

Want to stay connected with Phi Beta Kappa news and updates in the 
Austin Area? Visit our web site, https://pbkaaga.wildapricot.org/and like 
and follow our Facebook page, Phi Beta Kappa Alumni Association of 
Greater Austin, or search @PBKAAGA and follow us on Instagram.  

=================================== 

A Final Word: If you haven’t already done so, please renew your 
membership for this year, and consider a generous extra 
donation for our scholarship and teacher awards. Your donation 
supports the main endeavor of this organization – giving scholarships to 
worthy applicants and recognizing Teaching Excellence. With your help, 
we make a difference in the lives of deserving students and teachers.  
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